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Class Notes

Gerry Weber:
Lifelong defender of civil liberties
For the past 16 years, Gerald R. “Gerry” Weber Jr. (J.D.'89)

has devoted his life to the cause of cvl liberties and the
enforcement of cwl nghts.

As former legal director of the American Cwil Liberties Union
of Georgia, an institution he descnbes as the Constitution’s
“watchdog and protector,” Weber has represented people
of all backgrounds who needed help when "the govern-

Phote courtery of the Fultor ment crossed the constitutional line.”

Cowty Dally Repost For Weber, any given day at the ACLU included litigation,
media interviews and meetings with coalition partners. During his 16 years of service,
his biggest accomplishments were “expanding the legal program to one of the big-
gest in the country and helping so many clients stand tall and fight for their nghts.”
While he has tned countless cases for the ACLU in both the state and federal tnal and
appellate courts, in his last year he achieved a record of 842 (16 wins in 19 cases),
which 15 “about as good as it gets in awvil nghts law.” Some of his most memorable
cases included representing students in a fifth-grade dass who were strip searched to
recover a missing $26, a blind man barred from voting because of his disability and a
homeless man arrested for “urban camping” who went on to college.

Weber believes the impact of the work done at the ACLU can be felt across the coun-
try. While indmduals often label the ACLU a “liberal” group, he thinks the ACLU s all
about freedom, and “everyone should relate to that.”

“Our Bill of Rights 1s there for the little guy, the outsider, the unpopular one. | truly
believe the ACLU's work breathes life into the Bill of Rights, and without it, the docu-
ment would become some nice phrases that make us all feel good about ourselves
but never test our tolerance for difference. ™

While Weber’s tenure at the ACLU has ended, 1t does not mean his career in the law
has come to a close. He is currently working part time as senior staff counsel for the
Southern Center for Human Rights, a public interest law organization dedicated to
enforang the civil and human nghts of people in the cnminal justice system in the
South. In this position, he handles cases dealing with a vanety of topics, induding a
person’s right to a lawyer and the death penalty, and he hopes to expand the SCHR's
work into “new and unchartered seas.”

Additionally, he will be devoting more time to his own private practice, the Law
Offices of Gerald Weber. Weber's firm, which focuses on constitutional law, has rep-
resented clients ranging from physicians who object to doctors participating in capital
punishment to atizens arrested for monitonng police surveillance. He said he is thrilled
to be broadening his practice areas since it has “allowed him to spread his wings and
challenge himself in new ways.”

While Weber's schedule seems rather full, he still finds time to ennch the minds of law
students as an adjunct law professor at Emory and Georgia State universities, positions
he has held for more than a decade.

For Weber, the law can be defined as one "never-ending learning experience.”
Whether it has been representing victims of racial profiling to filing a lawsuit to save
one of the oldest trees inside Interstate 285, he has always found that the law pres-
ents new challenges on a daiy basis.

“I love legal problems that test your legal imagination. Finding that obscure statute,
the antiquated case, the theory that no one has ever tned ... it's what makes law a
challenge and a creative process.”

- Lengh Tenewstz

40 Advocate

was clected chairman of the board of directors
at CBC Holding Company. William H. Hope
11 (1978) of Atanta, GA, joined Sutherland,
Asbill & Brennan as counsel. S. Lark Ingram
(1978) of Smyrna, GA, was listed in the 2008
“Who's Who in Law & Accounting” published
by the Atlanta Business Chronicle. Ruth Austin
Knox (1978) of Macon, GA, was featured in

an article in the Arlenta Business Chronicle
Gordon A. Smith (1978) of New York, NY,
was named executive director and chief operar-
ing officer of the National Tennis Association.
Richard W. Story (1978) of Gainesville, GA,
made his acting debur as Articus Finch in “To
Kill a Mockingbird™ at the Holly Theater in
Dahlonega, GA. Luis A. Aguilar (1979) of
Adanta, GA, was listed in the 2008 “Who's
Wheo in Law & Accounting” published by the
Atlanta Business Chronicle. Patricia Warren
Booker (1979) of Augusta, GA, was appointed
to the Richmond County State Court by Gov
Sonny Perdue. Randall J. Cadenhead (1979) of
Decatur, GA, was featured in the “After Hours™
section of the Fulton ( ounty Daaily Rr;m:: for sail-
ing in the Tobago Cays. Wendy J. Glasbrenner
(1979) of Gainesville, GA, reccived the 2007
Dan Bradley Award from the State Bar of
Georgia Access to Justice Committee and the Pro
Bono Project. Matthew O. Simmons (1979) of
Jonesboro, GA, was listed in the 2008 “Who's
Who in Law & Accounting” published by the
Atlanta Business Chronicle. P. Leslice Wharton
(1979) of Adanta, GA. was featured in the "After
Hours™ section of the Fulten County Daily Report
for playing the Pirate King as part of the Atlanta
Bar Association’s Courthouse Line Musical and
for l‘x‘mg one of the masterminds behind the
musical’s theme. Robert A. Whitow (1979)
of Charlotte, NC, has had his book The Lixs
become a movie by the same name, which was
directed and produced by Gary Wheeler. Allen
S. Wilhngh:m (1979} of Adanta, GA, joined

Troutman Sanders as a partner.

1980 - 1984

Daisy Hurst Floyd (1980) of Macon, GA,

was listed in the 2008 “Who's Who in Law &
Accounting” published
by the Arlanta Business
Chronicle. Richard B.
Herzog (1980) of Adlanta,
GA, was appointed to the
board of directors of John
Marshall Law School.

J. Thomas Morgan 11
(1980) of Decatur, GA,
has established his own law pracrice and has

had a book, Ignenance Is No Deferse: A Teenager's
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